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AMENDMENTS 



IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend claims 1-70 as follows: 



A sweepstakes system, comprising: 

(a) a host comAute/ system hosting a webpage, wherein the webpage includes a 
plurality ofKaks and each off the plurality of links has an associated point value; 

(b) wherein thSpojt computer system awards at least one point to a user when the 
user click^n one or more of the plurality of links; and 

(c) wherein tae^erisj^pven a number of at least one entry in a sweepstakes based on 
the nunjroer of points the user has been awarded. 

\ 2>S The system /f claim 1 , whe^in the user is automatically entered by the host system in the 
weepstakes. 

3. The system of claim 1, ^herein the host computer system stores registration information 
pertaining to the user. 




4. The system of claim 1, wherein the user receives one entry in the sweepstakes for each 
point the user has been awarded. 

5. The system oyclaim 1, wherein the user is awarded one or more points for accessing a 
feature of the webpage. 

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the user is awarded one or more points for making the 
webpage the user's home page. 



7. The System of claim 1 5 wherein the user is awarded one or more points for signing up for 
a service offered by the host computer system. 
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8. The system of claim 7, wherein the seryce is email. 

9. The system of claim 1 , wherein the p/int value associated with at least one of the 
plurality of links is displayed on the webpajj 

10. The system of claim 1, wherein t^e point value for each of the plurality of links is 
displayed on the webpage. 

11. The system of claim 1, wherein the host computer system stores a table containing, for 
each link on the webpage for which ^ least one point is awarded, a number of at least one point 
associated with the link. 

12. The system of claim 1, wlwein the number of points awarded to the user is displayed on 
a user computer system when thepser computer system accesses the webpage and the host 
computer system causes the disp&yed number of points to be updated substantially concurrently 
with an award of additional points. 

13. The system of claim 1 /further comprising a database server storing a database; the 
database storing point information relating to the user. 

14. The system of claim#13, wherein: 

(a) the host computer system stores a table containing, for each link for which points 
are awarded, a number of at least one point associated with the link; 

(b) the numbel of awarded points is displayed on a user computer system and the host 
computer system causes the displayed number of points to be updated after an 
award of Additional points; and 

(c) the host Computer system transmits the points awarded to the user to the database 
server. 



15. The system oifclaim 14, wherein the points are transmitted to the database server 
asynchronously. 
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16. The system of claim 1, further comprising: 

a third-party computer system hosting a third-party website, wherein 

(i) a user computes system accessing the webpage can be connected to the 
third-party computer system via one of the plurality of links; and 

(ii) the host commiter system awards at least one point to the user for 
accessing thsone of the plurality of hyperlinks that directs the user to the 
third-party website. 




The system of claim 15, further comprising: 

a third-party computer system homing a third-party website, wherein 

(i) a_user computeirayJl#m can be connected to the third-party computer 

system and aaMs^eatureg of the third-party website; and 

(ii) the host ^ampAter systjm awards points to the user for accessing features 

of tb^third-part^tfEbsite. 



18. A method of entering a user of a yser computer system in a sweepstakes comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) allowing a user to acafss a webpage; 

(b) awarding at least onj^St^int to the user for clicking at least one link displayed on 
the webpage; and A 

(c) giving the user afnfombero^St least one entry in a sweepstakes based on the 
number of points the user has been awarded. 



19. 



20. 



The method of claim 18, furthii* comprising the step of: 
(d) automatically entering the user in the sweepstakes. 

The method of claim 18, fwther comprising the step of: 

(d) storing registration information pertaining to the user. 



4 



U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/412,013 



21 . The method of claim 1 8, wherein the user ( |eceives one entry in the sweepstakes for each 
point awarded to the user. 

22. The method of claim 1 8, wherein the usp is awarded one or more points for accessing a 
feature of the webpage. 

23. The method of claim 1 8, wherein th^user is awarded one or more points for making the 
webpage the user's home page. 

24. The method of claim 18, whereinfthe user is awarded one or more points for signing up 
for a service offered by a host system. 



25. The method of claim 24, wherein the service is email. 



he 



The method of claim 1 8, farmer comprising the step of: 

(d) displaying the number of awarded points on a user computer system associated 
with the user, wher&in the displayed number of points is updated substantially 
concurrently with m award of additional points. 



27. The method of claim 1 8,/further comprising the step of: 

(d) displaying the nwnber of awarded points on a user computer system associated 
with the user, wfterein the displayed number of points is updated when additional 
points are awarded. 

28. The method of claim fl 8, farther comprising the step of: 

(d) storing a table containing, for each link for which at least one point is awarded, a 
number of at! least one point associated with the link. 



29. The method of clajpi 28, farther comprising the step of: 

(e) displayinrfthe number of points associated with at least one link on the webpage. 
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30. The method of claim 18, further comprising/the step of: 

(d) storing a database on a database sej^er, wherein the database stores point 
information relating to the user. 

3 1 . The method of claim 30, further comprpng the steps of: 

(e) storing a table containing, for each link on the webpage for which points are 
awarded, a number of points associated with the link; 

(f) displaying the number of awarded points on a user computer system associated 
with the user, wherein the displayed number of points is updated substantially 
concurrently with an awam of additional points; and 

(g) transmitting the points awarded to the user to the database server. 

32. The method of claim 3 1 , wherein the points are transmitted to the database server 
asynchronously. 

33. The method of claim 1 8, further comprising the steps of: 

(d) allowing the user t<y connect to a third-party website via a link on the webpage; 
and 

(e) awarding at least f>ne point to the user for accessing at least one feature of the 
third party websjffe. 

34. The method of claim 3fl , further comprising the steps of: 

(h) connecting thefuser to a third-party website; and 

(i) awarding points to the user for accessing features of the third-party website. 



(b) 
(c) 




35. Computer code embedded in a storag^nedium performing the steps of: 

(a) allowing a user computer system to access a webpage on a host computer; 

awarding at least one ppinyto a user of the user computer system for clicking on 
at least one link displafecNon the webpage; and 

giving the user a number onat leasUone entry in a sweepstakes based on the 
number of points the user has b$cn awarded. 
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36. The computer code of claim 35, further performing the step of: 
(d) automatically entering the us/r in the sweepstakes. 



37. The computer code of claim 35, fimher performing the step of: 
(d) storing registration information pertaining to the user. 

38. The computer code of claim 3$ wherein the user receives one entry in the sweepstakes 
for each point awarded to the user. 

39. The computer code of dairy 35, wherein the user is awarded one or more points for 
accessing a feature of webpage. 

40. The computer code of claim 35, wherein the user is awarded one or more points for 
making the webpage the user's ffiome page. 

41 . The computer code off claim 35, wherein the user is awarded one or more points for 
signing up for a service offered by the host system. 

42. The computer code/of claim 41 , wherein the service is email. 

43. The computer code of claim 35, further performing the step of: 

(d) displaying the number of awarded points, wherein the displayed number of points 
is updatea substantially concurrently with an award of additional points. 



44. The computer obde of claim 35, further performing the step of: 

(d) displawng the number of awarded points on the user computer system, wherein 
the displayed number of points is automatically updated when additional points 
are awarded. 



45. The computer code of claim 35, further performing the step of: 
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(d) displaying on the webpage a rjumber of at least one point associated with at least 
one link displayed on the wemage. 

46. The computer code of claim 45, fu/her performing the step of: 

(e) displaying the number of awarded points on the user computer system, wherein 
the displayed number of jpints is updated substantially concurrently with an 
award of additional poinfi 

47. The computer code of claim 351 further performing the step of: 
(d) storing a database on apatabase server, wherein the database stores point 

information relating tqlthe user. 



V 48 



The computer code of claim £7, further performing the steps of: 

(e) storing a table containing, for each link on the webpage for which at least one 
point is awarded, a mimber of at least one point associated with the link; 

(f) displaying the numlper of awarded points on the user computer system, wherein a 
host computer system causes the displayed number of points to be updated 
substantially concurrently with an award of additional points; and 

(g) transmitting the joints awarded to the user [from the host computer system] to the 
database server. 



49. The computer code of c$aim 48, wherein the points are transmitted to the database server 
asynchronously. 

50. The computer code oficlaim 35, further performing the steps of: 

(d) connecting th| user computer system to a third-party website; and 

(e) awarding poirats to the user for accessing features of the third-party website. 



5 1 . The computer code If claim 48, further performing the steps of: 

(h) connecting tme user computer system to a third-party website; and 

(i) awarding p(fints to the user for accessing features of the third-party website. 
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52. A network-based sweepstakes /ystem comprising: 

(a) a host computer systepi hosting a service, wherein the service includes a plurality 
of selectable features and each of the plurality of selectable features has an 
associated point value; 

(b) wherein the host computer system awards at least one point to a user of the 
service when th^user selects one or more of the plurality of selectable features; 
and 

(c) wherein the usfer is given a number of at least one entry in a sweepstakes based on 
the number o/ points the user has been awarded. 

53. The system of clapn 52, wherein the user is automatically entered by the host system in 
the sweepstakes. 

54. The system of /l§im 5$ wherein theyfiost computer system stores information pertaining 
to the user. 

55. The systemAf clain^§2*j&&fe£rein the number of awarded points is updated substantially 
concurrently with An award of additional points. 

56. The system of claim 52, wherein the host computer system stores a table containing, for 
each selectablepeature for which points are awarded, a number of points associated with the 
selectable feapre. 

57. Th® system of claim 52, further comprising a database server storing a database; the 
database spring point information relating to the user. 



58. /The system of claim 57, wherein: 

r (a) the host computer system stores a table containing, for each selectable feature of 
the service for which points are awarded, a number of points associated with the 
selectable feature of the service; 



9 



U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/412,013 

(b) the number of awarded points isfiisplayed on a user computer system associated 
with the user and the host compter system causes the displayed number of points 
to be updated substantially co/currently with an award of additional points; and 

(c) the host computer system tr^jnsmits the points awarded to the user to the database 
server. 

59. The system of claim 58, wherei j j^e points are transmitted to the database server 
asynchronously. 

60. The system of claim 52, further comprising: 

a third-party computer system hosting a third-party service, wherein 
(i) the host computer system awards at least one point to the user for 
accessing jt least one feature of the third-party service. 

61 . J/ A method of entering a user of a user computer^stem in a sweepstakes comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) allowing a user to access a se>r^ice via a host computer; 

(b) awarding poirfts to the^er for accessing features of the service, wherein each of 
the feature^lfasajr^associated point value; and 

(c) giving th^|^r aVimber of entries j^f the sweepstakes based on the number of 
pointsJ$£ u|er ha| been awarded^ 

62. The method of qaim 6 1 , further comprising the step of: 

(d) ^utomatidnJy entering the user in the sweepstakes. 

63. TJRe method of claim 61 , further comprising the step of: 
r (d) storing registration information pertaining to the user on the host computer. 



ier comnri jjinf ttr ^tfp ftffv 
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(d) displaying the number of awarded {pints on a user computer system associated 
with the user, wherein the display^ number of points is updated substantially 
concurrently with an award of adrational points. 

65. The method of claim 61 , further comprising the step of: 

(d) storing a table containing, for e&ch feature of the service for which points are 
awarded, a number of points associated with the feature. 

66. The method of claim 65, further comprising the step of: 

(d) displaying the number of awarded points on a user computer system associated 
with the user, wherein thadisplayed number of points is updated substantially 
concurrently with an aw^d of additional points. 

67. The method of claim 61 , furjjw c&mprising the step ofu 

(d) storing a database on ajdatallase server, wherein the database stores point 
information relating lo liheifser. 

68. The method of claim 67, fMher comprisim^fie steps of: 

(e) storing a table contaimqig, fore^h feature of the service for which points are 
awarded, a number of points associated with the feature; 

(f) displaying the npnber of awarded points on a user computer system associated 
with the user, wherein a host computer system causes the displayed number of 
points to be undated substantially concurrently with an award of additional points; 
and 

(g) transmitting tfhe points awarded to the user from the host computer system to the 
database sewer. 

69. The method of cljiim 68, wherein the points are transmitted to the database server 
asynchronously. 

70. The method oflclaim 68, further comprising the steps of: 
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connecting the user comn^fSo^stem to a third-party service; and 
awarding points to the v^gnffi accessijffg features of the third-party service. 
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